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Dear Hillside Community, 

It is with great pride and enthusiasm that I write this letter to our Hillside community.  Welcome to the 2018-

2019 school year!  I am truly privileged to continue working alongside Mrs. Cazes and the rest of our staff as 

the Assistant Principal at Hillside.  I am a firm believer in a strong home-school connection, and by working 

together, we will continue providing our students with a truly enriching school experience. 

 

During my first year at Hillside, I was fortunate enough to get to know all of our students and a great deal of 

our families during regular school days and community events, including Back to School Night, the 4th Grade 

Musical, and the Spring Concert.  I want to thank the entire Hillside community for making my first year a 

wonderful experience!   

 

Looking ahead to the 2018-2019 school year, I am excited to introduce PBIS to the Hillside community.  PBIS 

(Positive Behavior Interventions & Support) is a system for creating a safer and more effective school 

environment.  As a systems approach, the purpose of PBIS is to enhance the capacity to educate all children by 

developing research-based, school-wide, and classroom behavior support systems.  Rather than a prescribed 

program, PBIS provides systems to design, implement, and evaluate effective school-wide, classroom, non-

classroom, and student specific plans.  Procedures and processes are intended for all students and all staff in 

all settings.  Since February 2018, our Hillside PBIS Team has been meeting to create and establish positive 

behavior expectations for various settings in our school, including the playground, classroom, cafe, 

hallways/stairwells, bathrooms, and while riding the bus.  To help with the rollout of the program, the team 

was awarded a grant through the Hastings Education Foundation to purchase a poster maker that will help 

create signage for school-wide behavior expectations.  The team is looking forward to working together during 

the upcoming school year and continuing to improve the overall experience for all students here at Hillside!   

 

I look forward to meeting you all during the upcoming school year.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to stop in, call, or email me as the year progresses.   

Sincerely, 

 

John DeKams 

Assistant Principal 

 

Hillside Elementary School 


